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Hello MSNA member, 

The Minnesota School Nutrition Association (MSNA) is dedicated to ensuring that all 
children in Minnesota have access to healthy nutritious meals. Membership in MSNA offers 
its members numerous benefits that support professional growth, networking, advocacy, 
and overall enhancement of school nutrition programs. 

Professional Development and Education 

One of the primary benefits of MSNA membership is access to extensive professional 
development opportunities. Members can participate in various workshops, conferences, 

and training sessions designed to enhance their skills and knowledge in school nutrition. These events cover a wide 
range of topics, from food safety and nutrition standards to leadership and management skills. 

Networking Opportunities 

MSNA provides a platform for members to connect with other school 
nutrition professionals across the state. This networking is invaluable for 
sharing best practices, discussing challenges, and finding collaborative 
solutions. Members can build relationships with peers, industry partners, 
and other stakeholders, fostering a sense of community and support. The 
association hosts events like the MSNA Annual Conference and School 
Nutrition and Industry Partner (SNIP) Conference, where members can 
engage with industry leaders and gain insights into the latest trends and 
innovations in school nutrition 

Advocacy and Representation 

As a member of MSNA, individuals have a voice in advocating for policies and regulations that support school nutrition 
programs. The association works tirelessly to promote the importance of school meals and secure funding and resources 
necessary for their success. MSNA members are recognized as experts in the field and are often called upon to provide 
input on legislative matters and public policy. This advocacy ensures that the needs and concerns of school nutrition 
professionals are heard at the local, state, and national levels. 

Access to Resources and Information 

MSNA members receive access to a wealth of resources and information that can help them stay informed and effective 
in their roles. This includes professional publications like the state MSNA Minute newsletter and the National School 
Nutrition Association (SNA) magazine. Members also have access to educational materials, research articles, and online 
learning opportunities. These resources are essential for staying up-to-date with the latest developments in school 
nutrition and implementing best practices in their programs. 
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https://msna.memberclicks.net/2024-annual-state-conference
https://msna.memberclicks.net/2024-snip-conference
https://msna.memberclicks.net/2024-snip-conference
https://msna.memberclicks.net/msna-minute
https://schoolnutrition.org/news-publications/sn-magazine/
https://schoolnutrition.org/news-publications/sn-magazine/


Recognition and Awards 

The association recognizes the hard work and dedication of its members through various awards and honors. These 
accolades highlight the achievements of school nutrition professionals and provide a platform for sharing their success 

stories. Awards such as the Director of the Year, Manager of the Year, and 
Employee of the Year celebrate the outstanding contributions of individuals 
who go above and beyond in their roles.  

Community and Support 

Being a part of MSNA means being part of a supportive community that is 
committed to the well-being of students and the success of school nutrition 
programs. Members can rely on each other for advice, encouragement, and 
assistance in navigating the challenges of their profession. The sense of 
camaraderie and shared purpose within MSNA fosters a positive and 
motivating environment for all members. 

In conclusion, membership in the Minnesota School Nutrition Association 
offers a multitude of benefits that enhance professional development, 
provide valuable networking opportunities, advocate for supportive policies, 

and recognize the achievements of school nutrition professionals. By joining MSNA, individuals become part of a 
dedicated community working towards the common goal of ensuring well-nourished students prepared for success. 

I am happy to serve as your 2024-2026 MSNA Member Services & Awards Chair. Please let me know if you have any 
questions about membership or anything MSNA-related! 

Spencer Fisher 
MSNA Member Services & Awards Chair 
Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan, ISD 196 
spencer.fischer@district196.org 
 

Spencer congratulating an Award 
Winner at the MSNA Annual 
Conference on August 4-7 

https://www.mnsna.org/awards
https://www.mnsna.org/about-msna
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