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What a season it has been for MSNA! 

As our members embark on the 2024-2025 school year, my colleagues and I at 
Fusion Leaning Partners wish them and the kids they serve a healthy, happy, and 
nutritious year. Our fall season has kicked off to a wonderful start and we hope 
yours has too. 

MSNA’s ‘event-of-the-year’ was held August 4-7 in St. Cloud. Education and laughs 
were the highlights of the Annual Conference. Oh, and a falling ceiling!  Aside from 
that, we had over 700 attendees, the most since 2019.  

We are pleased to announce that ten individuals were installed into the 2024-2025 
Executive Board. Past President, Amy Thering, led the installation ceremony on the final day of the MSNA Annual 
Conference. Emily Malone, Director of Child Nutrition at Prior Lake-Savage Schools, will represent MSNA members as 
MSNA President. A listing of those serving with Emily is included in the September newsletter, along with a link to these 
individuals’ headshots. We are excited to showcase the dedication and passion of the board this school year. 
Congratulations to these individuals! 

My sincere thanks to the outgoing board members who served MSNA with intelligence, humor, and a love for the 
profession. Michele Hawkinson, Ross Larson, Lori Landowski, and John Jurichko gave numerous hours to guide MSNA to 
grow, be financially sound, and meet the needs of the profession.  Thank you.  

The fall season brings a variety of happenings within the organization. The MSNA 
board retreat will be held early October in Rochester, the location of the 2025 
Annual Conference. The School Nutrition and Industry (“SNIP”) Conference is 
occurring October 23-25 at the beautiful Grand View Lodge in Nisswa, MN. Aside 
from conferences and retreats, MSNA will be showcasing webinars and member 
spotlights on the website. Behind the scenes, strategic planning and budgeting 
for 2025 will be completed this quarter. 

While we are busy, we welcome and enjoy hearing from our members.  Have an 
idea for a webinar or a great speaker or topic for the MSNA Annual Conference? 
Wondering about certification, scholarships for conferences (opening this fall!), 

or SNA/MSNA resources? Send MSNA email or give us a call.   

Have a great National School Lunch Week on October 14-18. Please send your photos for sharing on our Facebook and 
LinkedIn pages. We want to hear from you and highlight your departments and the important work you do! 
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