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Greetings, MSNA Members! 
 
I’m Jeremy Kurth, and I’m thrilled to step into the role of Industry Chair for the Minnesota School 
Nutrition Association. With 24 years in K12 foodservice—11 years with a food manufacturer and 
the past 13 years in K12 food brokerage—I’ve had the chance to see this industry from multiple 
angles. While both roles have been valuable, I’ve found the brokerage side especially rewarding. 
It’s given me the opportunity to build stronger relationships with school customers, and I’m 
genuinely excited to continue this journey as your industry representative. 
 

A Heartfelt Thanks 
First, a big thank you to everyone who joined us at the Annual Conference from August 4-7! Your participation made the 
event a success. I also want to extend my gratitude to our Elite, Premier, and Industry-level members. Your support and 
membership are invaluable to us and help make everything possible. Please reference our 17 Elite members at the 
bottom of the newsletter. 
 
Conference Highlights 
We’re excited to share some highlights from the conference and 
our recent survey results. According to our survey results, 96% of 
attendees and 78% of exhibitors preferred the reduced exhibit 
hours. The new layout—though it featured more vendors—
created a better flow and facilitated great customer traffic. As the 
saying goes, “less is more,” and it looks like this approach worked 
wonders! 
 
A big shout out to the Annual Conference planning committee for 
another successful event. Your hard work truly shined! 
 
Looking Ahead 
I’m excited to let you know that Industry Advisory Board (IAB) is planning to reintroduce a customer-industry committee 
service project with Feeding Our Communities Partners in early 2025. We’re looking forward to the collaborative 
opportunities this will bring. Stay tuned for more details as they become available! 
 
Upcoming SNIP Conference 
And now, I’ll hand it over to our SNIP Co-Chairs, Sarah and Mike, who will give you a sneak peek of what’s coming up at 
our next SNIP conference... 
 
 
Hello MSNA Members! 
 
School is back in session, and we are all once again playing a 
pivotal role in fueling our students for success, both in and 
out of the classroom. We are excited to bring you a great 
opportunity to “Invest in Your Success” in school nutrition at 
the 2024 School Nutrition and Industry Partner (SNIP) 
Conference.  
 
The conference will be held at the beautiful Grand View 
Lodge in Nisswa, MN on October 23-25. The 2024 SNIP 
conference will provide inspiration, education, and plenty of time for networking and some new fun activities.  



 
Christie White from What’s 4 Lunch will be this year’s keynote speaker. She brings over eight years of experience as a 
K12 equipment rep working with schools and food manufacturers. Christie will discuss improving the efficiency of 
kitchen operations and other quality improvements that will lead to the growth of a program and increased 
participation. She is passionate about empowering staff with seeing change as a positive, as this betters their everyday 
job and helps them produce quality food so children everywhere will be fed.  
 
The conference will also feature three different breakout sessions on topics including Human Resources Hot Topics, 
Artificial Intelligence, and more. There will be something for everyone! The SNIP Forum will again be held on Friday 
morning and will feature lively discussions on the current challenges and struggles we are all facing.  
 
We are so excited to have you join us! Registration is open. Learn more and register here: 
https://msna.memberclicks.net/2024-snip-conference 
 
See you in October! 
 
SNIP Co-Chairs, Mike DeRosia and Sarah Motl 
Mike DeRosia 
Vader & Landgraf 
mike@vaderandlandgraf.com 
 
Sarah Motl 
St. Cloud Area Schools 
sarah.motl@isd742.org  
 
Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the MSNA. Here’s to a fantastic year ahead! 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Jeremy Kurth 
MSNA Industry Chair 
GVM Marketing 
jkurth@gvmfoodmarketing.com 
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