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Welcome to the 2024-2025 school year, Minnesota School Nutrition Professionals!  
 
I hope your year is off to a fantastic start. In my corner of the world, it feels like 
we're finally close to a sense of “normalcy” after the challenges of the past four 
years. 
 
I am thrilled to reflect on this year's conference, which was nothing short of a 
smashing success! With our theme, “MSNA For All,” my hope was that every one 
of us in the school nutrition field would find something valuable to bring back to 
our personal and professional lives. From the energy in the sessions, to the 
connections made on the food show floor, it was clear that this aspiration was met 
with enthusiasm.   

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the conference committees. The work involved in orchestrating an event that 
brought together over 700 attendees is immense, and this year, it felt like a well-oiled machine. Your dedication and 
meticulous planning truly made this conference one to remember!  To Michele Hawkinson, Ross Larson, Kathy Faust, 
John Jurichko, and Lori Landowski, I am so grateful for all that you have done for MSNA while you served on the board.  
Your leadership and dedication has moved our association forward with purpose. 

I am committed to continuing the path laid from my predecessors in serving each and every one of our members.  I want 
MSNA to truly be “For All” with education opportunities, career growth, and more amazing conferences where industry 
and school nutrition professionals can connect.  Our next step as a board will be to meet in October at our board retreat 
to finalize our 2025 Strategic Plan.  We will use this time to plan for the upcoming year with each board member’s input. 

Remember that the kitchen is the heart of the school, and lunch is our student’s favorite time of their day!  Studies show 
that the connections made when students share a meal are vital to their mental health. We know that providing 
universal free meals for kids in MN is directly correlating to student’s success in the classroom because hungry kids can’t 
learn.  I am so proud to be amongst heroes, thank you for all that you do! 

Emily Malone 
MSNA President 
emalone@plsas.org  
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools 
 

Emily, keynote speaker April 
Lewis, and Emily’s family at the 
MSNA Annual Conference on 

August 4-7. 
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